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! On September 7 the government
- ahnounced a new round of price
‘increases, ‘A litre of “super” petrol
iwent “from 31$00 0 - ‘39%00; a litre
jof “normal,” from 28$00 to 35$00;
ia litre of diesel fuel, from 10$00 to
13300 ‘a 47-kilo -bottle-‘of butane
.gas, from 877850 to 1.012$50. The
.compensating tax on_diesel vehi-
‘cles-was raised-from 18.000$00 to
-30.000$00. ‘Arid a 25%  surtax was
‘added to electric bills,
But this was only the beginning.
The pubhc was told "that! bus.

.- .GOOD NEWS'

Thanks ‘to the strength. of the
gpound, British ‘reS|dents in Por-

stugal can buy stgar, wine, cheese,

margarine, milk and flour CHEAPER
.TODAY THAN 12 MONTHS AGO

train and taxi fares, postage rates’

‘and telephone charges would be

going up, too — by an unspecified .

amount, on an unspecified date.
- If this wasn’t enough bad news,
thers was more.-A high govain-
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‘happened” to’ the cost of

ment gfficial confirmed
that the niew prices on p°troleum
products were expected to remain
in .effect .only until-the beginning
of 1980. This leaves the door open
for an additional jump within a

“matter of a few months. And the
same official

told the weekly
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Its been.'a banner year for
Portuguese wine. Prices will soon

" be (ower, quahty higher.

newspaper "0 Jomal” that food
costs might have to be “reviewe'd’”
before the end of the year. In the
past, these reviews have invariably
led to higher prices.

* ‘Since September 1978 meat and
fish prices have almost doubled
and 'the price of chicken has risen
by nearly 50%. These dramatic
increases have tended to blind
many - people -to what has
less
expensive items, Some of these,
such as tinned fish, cold meats
and cheese, are - substitutes for
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the higher priced forms of protein,
But most are staples, things which
can‘t be cut down on or cut out.
Inflation has hit this part of the
shopping list a . lot harder: than
most consumers realise...

After buying her meat, fish and
vegetables jn- the praca, - a

housewife might need to pick up

a few things at the supermarket
For example:
500

A Flamenguito - cheese,

grams ‘of mortadella, Flora mar-’

garing, a litre of milk, a litre of

vegetable oil, a_tin. of tomatoes, -

a tin of sardines, a kilo each of
sugar, rice and flour, and a loaf

of bread. -
in September 1978, her. bill
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It has‘ been reported that the
tax on gin is to be lowered.

would have come to 232%00., By ’

September 1979, the cost of these
basic items had risen to 319$95 —
an increase of 37.4%.

Because of the devaluation of
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(Algarve .News, September).
Some observers say that if the
price of potatoes had been raised
to. 11800, instead of lowered to
8%00, consumers would have been
a good deal better off in the end:
They could be right, . For to bring
the potato out of, hiding, the

.gcvemment removed controls and

aHowed the price of potatoes to
float, it .promptly floated up to
14$00 a kilo,
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