EXIT THE BEAUTIFUL PECPLE...
ENTER THE UGLIES.

Perhaps the worst thing about’

tourism this summer has been the
tremendous increase in "'wild cam-
ping”. Pointing to a group of
urshauen, unwashed backpackers
lounging on the steps of the Lagos
post office, an American lady said:

“There used to be a lot of talk
about the Beautiful People. You
won‘t find them here. If there's
such a thing as the Ugly People,
then that’s what we've got.”

“Ugly” may not be quite the
right adjective, but there is cer-
tainly nothing beautifu] about the
condition in which wild campers
heve left the Algarve beaches, And
they were everywhere this August
— from Monte Gordo to Canrapa-
teira.

On a recent visit to Prafa da
Galé near Albufeira we found not
only the beaches but the vegeta-
tion above  them iittered with
plastic bags, bottles, corn cobs,
chicken bones, empty milk car-
tons, egg shells, toilet paper
sanritary towelg and every other
form of, man-made debris. One of
the world’s most beautiful beaches

. .saved us from having an epidemic
. caused

by these accumulations
of human waste and garbage”.
Dr Canau called for the immedi*ate
creation of more camping parks

-and the prohibition of wild cam-

ping.
TOO MANY TOURISTS?

Tourists arrived during August
in what may. prove to have been
record numbers, There wasn't an
empty bed in the Algarve. And
restaurants, bars and shops were
packed. This should have been a
great month for business. But
some of the people who should
know ~— restaurant owners,
bartenders, waiters and shop-
keepers — told Algarve News that
the numbers were decciving.
“There were too many people, but
not enough money", they said,

ON THE CHEAP,

Most restaurant owners we
talked to were disappointed in
their August profits. The tables
were usually filled, but the
customers ordered the less expen-
sive items on the menu and chose
the cheapest wines, Almost every

Tourism affects almost every
aspect of daily life in the Alganve.
in summer, the simple..task of
skopping for food becomes an
ordeal, mot only because of the

crowds but because of shortages
and high prices that can be linked

—~ directly or indirectly — to the

influx of tourists.

Any housewife who.had té buy

meat for hér family durmg August
is likely now to have a "ew extra,
grey hairs. .

‘FEWER SHORTAGES BUT

HIGHER PRICES,

iAlthough there were fewer
food shortages in 1979 than in
1978, the prices of many food
items soared far above the levels
of inflation. This was the law of
supply and demand at ‘work.
Because hotels and restaurants
must have food to feed the
tourists, they pay whatever they
have to pay to buy what they have

to have. In doing’this they support™ -

high prices which might have been
brought down by consumer sales
resistance.

{RON RATIONS.

.- PLONK. :

‘cheaper’
Jlimited by. law.-to 3$0(

-a Kilo: of -solé,
.she .claimed. .. -+

on.”

THE E'C'OINOMI\CS 0
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The money-maker i
food shopS' is” not
“garrafeira” — spirit
better bottled wnnes
the retaulers pro‘flt is
"plonks’’ hi

So he can make mon
selling . a single bott

- wine at 100800 than

eight bottles. at 50$0(
customers  who - on
supermarket - aisles
weren't buying the b

FISHY BUSINESS.

Many tourists expre
pointment at this A
prices for fish, One
Algarve News compuanuny  urat
she had been charged 488300 for
"lts a rip-ol‘f.

But she was wrong Algarve
News attended the official fish
auction '-in-'Lagos- ‘harbour on
August 28, Some of the prices
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