UlUUU LuLIL LIVULS @l Just ulie
month’s rain. At one point last year
the dam was totally dry.

During the hardest days of
drought, Algarve's farmers bored
1,100 new artesian wells in a
desperate attempt to find water.

Supplies were rationed and in
certain cases taps were turned off,
although the problem never reached
the serious proportions faced by
neighbouring Spain.

Now farmers are thankful that the
crop-saving rain has come steadily -
rather than in torrential downpours
which would have swept newly
planted cereals away.

Most of Algarve's water comes
from either dams or artesian wells
and, although the region went for
almost a year without feeling the
effect of drought, eventually stocks |
were not enough to meet demand.

Farmers were forced to travel to
Alentejo to buy foodstuffs for
animals, which suftered in intense
heat from lack of salt.

But now, although drought is not
completely over, officials are confi-
dent of recovery.




