An appeal from the British Community Council

YOUR DONATION TO THE BRITISH
HOSPITAL WILL BE YOUR
WEDDING GIFT TO PRINCE
CHARLES AND LADY DIANA

I AM SURE THAT the forthcoming
marriage of Prince Charles and
Lady Diana will be celebrated by
Britons the world over; it is over
100 years since the last wedding of
a Prince of Wales.

To mark this happy occasion, the
British Community Council, Lis-
bon, has decided to launch an ap-
peal, the proceeds of which shall be
donated to the British Hospital,
Lisbon, to help finance the modern-

isation programme which the Hos .

pital Committee has just initiated.

The Hospital provides an essen-
tial service to the British commun-
ity and, indeed, to those of other
nationalities, from the youngest
child to the oldest retired citizen.
The past few years have witnessed a
steady growth in the number of
people using its services, However,
it is evident that the Hospital, as it
presently exists, with its limited
accommodation for both in- and
out-patients, restricted operating

theatre facilities and equipment —
some of which, such as the X-ray
machine, are in urgent need of
replacement — must proceed with
modernisation without delay. If
this is not done, then inevitably the
service will deteriorate, patients
will start to look elsewhere, income
will decline, and in a few short
years there will no longer be a Brit-
ish Hospital in Portugal,

Whilst excellent medical atten-
tion can be found the length and
breadth of this country, the closure
of the Hospital would be a grievous
loss to the British speaking com-
munity, and, amongst the many
benefits to disappear, would be the
presence of British trained and
qualified nurses. Thus, if we wish to
retain this inestimable facility, we
must ensure the continuity of the
British Hospital.

The needs of the Hospital are
many and diverse, and the funds
required to complete the modern-

isation programme exiensive. Along
with this appeal to the British Com-
munity, the Hospital Committee
will be seeking aid from certain
Charities and Institutions, both in-
side and outside Portugal, and from
foreign companies operating here
whose staff use the Hospital facilit-
ies, In making these approaches, the
position of the Hospital Committee
will be much strengthened if it can
be shown that the British Commun-
ity has already contributed substan-
tially towards the required finance.

The Prince of Wales will be in-
formed that this appeal is being
launched to mark the occasion of
his forthcoming marriage and, sub-
sequently, as fo the amount raised.
May one dare to hope that at some
not too distant -future date he
might visit Portugal, together with
his charming bride, and see the vis-
ual evidence of our commemorat-
ion of his marriage.

Unfortunately, it is not possible

to circulate. all British subjects res-
ident in Portugal, and our principal
means of contact is by announce-
ment in the Anglo-Portuguese News
and the Algarve News, Therefore, I
would ask all of you who have the
future well-being of the Hospital at
heart, to draw the attention of your
friends to this appeal, and for you
and them to contribute generously.
Even better, particularly those in
outlying districts, would you be
responsible for collecting from your
friends and acquaintances who may
otherwise remain unaware of this
appeal? If so, please contact the
Hon. Treasurer at the address
shown below, and he will supply
you with such copies of the appeal
as you may require.

Cheques should be made out to
British Community Council and
forwarded to British Community
Council (Hospital Appeal), Apar-
tado 1910, 1004 LISBOA CODEX,

Please give generously,

Thank you,

EAC) f

Chairman, British Community
Council

Editor’s note: The British Commun-
ity Council Is a co-ordinating body
for the various British Clubs and
Institutions in Portugal.
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