This vision of a new Portimao
and a ‘more prosperous ‘Algarve
was given to 'Algarve News by
Dr iAzevedo =nd the Directing
Engineer, 1Analide Silva Guerreiro,
at a special meeting in the Junta's
‘Portimado headquarters.
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the new facjlities are completed,
Portimao will become the gateway
to the ‘Algarve; a regular port of
call for shipping of all kinds.

The plans for Phase I of the
expansion project, now underway,
divide the port into three distinct
sectors: Fishing; Commerce and
Tourism; Ship-building and Repair.

The Fishing sector has been
designed not only to support
Portimédo’s existing fleet, but to
accomodate Jarger and more
sophisticated wvessels, The 465-
'metre fishing dock will have up-to-
date machinery for unloading each
day’s catch: It will also be able
1o service large “freezer” trawlers.

In the 'Commerce and Tourism
sector, a 300-metre dock will take
vessels of up to 180 metres in
length, and 9 metres draft -
cruise ships, car ferries and cargo
carriers. Products such as cork,
alfarrobas and Monchique granite
can be exported from here. ‘And
goods consigned to the ‘Algarve
can be delivered directly, elimina-
ting the cost of transport from
the northern ports,

As this traffic grows, an
additional commercial dock will
be built on the left bank of the
river. it will be served by a railway

Lagos

are being provided for craft up to
85 metres long,

Al of this work js part of a
programme which also includes
the expansion of the ports of
and (Baleeira (Sagres).
Funded by the Direcgdo Geral dos
Portos, it will cost the government
in excess. .of 800,000 <contos.
Something over 500,000 contos is
to be spent in Portimdo alone.

This is a big job — the largest
public works project currently
under way in the Algarve. The
major part of it,. the Portimdo
project, is being done by one of
Portugal’s leading civil engineering
companies; -'the Lisbon - based
Sociedade de Empreitados Soma-
gue. This .internationally known
company is now building two
ports in Venezuela. They have 250
employees assigned. to Portimao.

Dr Azevedo points out that
when the govermment has com-
pleted the construction of the new
port, it will be up to private
enterprise to use it to full advan-
tage. Portimao’s permanent fleet
of 150 fishing vessels will atmost
certainly increase when the new
facilities are in operation, 'And
inquiries ‘have already been
teceived from a number of ship-

fishing boats will unload their
catch, and there will be a ramp
for hauling the boats out of the
water for servicing and repairs,

At Sagres, too, work goes on

apace. The cove of Baleeira
already offers natural shelter from
winds and seas from the

northwest and southwest. After
completion of a -400.. metre
breakwater, it will protect, too,
against southerly and southeas-
terly seas;

The Sagres fishing fleet will no
fonger have to run to ‘Portimao
every time the weather turns foul.
indeed, the enlarged Sagres
harbour will be able to provide a
refuge for all fishing boats, trading
vessels and pleasure craft caught
out in those treacherous waters.
It will be the only such haven
between Portimag and Sines -~ a
distance of 83 nautical miles,

‘Within its 12 sheltered hectares,
the new port will have repair and
storage facilities, a fuel dock, a
120-metre unloading dock and a
mooring area.

As Dr Azevedo and Engineer
Analide Guerreiro rightly said, the
Atlantic '‘Ocean will once again
become a major highway to the

‘Agarve, " "




