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To these who arrive at Faro
airport and view with nostalgxa
two Super Constellations and
a Dakota standing sadly at the
edge of the runway, this article
might answer their questions,
To others who never knew
the story behind the planes,
what I write now might simply
add something to their holiday
or to the next conversation
with some friend in the Algarve.

1 cannot recall exactly when
the Biafra war started, nor
can I indicate correctly its end,
but | can tell you the period_l
write about was between May
1068 and - October 1960

I ran a bar in Faro at that
time, and one night a group of
real strangers came in for
drinks. The person obviously
in charge of the group was.
English, but all his colleagues -
were Irish. It turned out they
were the crew of an aircraft
just “landed at Faro airport..
The had booked into. the Faro
Hotel but-had heard about our
Bar, Money seemed to be no
object to these chaps and, in
addition to buying their own
drinks, they were extremely
generous to our other clients.
We were to see quite a lot of

these lads and .their colleagues . .
in the months ahead. They -

were, in theu‘ own smaH way.
merccnaries|

The visits became" regular,
and +we gradually  became
informed as to the reason for
their trips. They were running
guns. The schedule was this:
leave Shannon for Faro; pick ip
instructions bre:n a  quiet
coloured gen:ic;nan in the
Hotel Faro; depart for Prague.
Then it was Faro — Prague
— Faro and then return to
Shannon. T]l'ey c}ropped ofF
their load at Faro airport, with
the authorities apparently

turning a blind eye. No, we
are not at the point of the

Super Constellations yet]
The Irish group flew DC6's
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for aH tl’le tlme l ]cnew them.

In the meantime, another

outfit loaded .the puns. ento

these lovely aircraft and flew
the weapons to help the Biafra
armies, to an island off the

‘mainland, called Fernando Ps.

They then returned to Faro
for more . freight. And so it
went ‘on. The crews of the
Constellations - were’ . totally
international. Quite & number
of the pilots were Americans,
with the engineers being either
British or German.

It's been such a long time.
the names do not readily come
to mind, but I well remember,
as will some of our readers,
two such engineers. Hans and
Wolfgang. They had an
enormous capacity for beer, and
spent mosl of their free time
at the then popuIar Ski Club
on Faro Beach. They drank
and laughed, but they were
not easy. to mix with. In fact.
] can say we all felt rather
afraid of them. The pilots were
friendly and often spoke of

Tel. 25125/6/7 —_ Te!ex 18208

For all travel arrangemems — by alr

k by sh:p or by road (mcluding hotel -
rasewatlons inside Portugal or in any foreign country), car hira, -
atc., please contact our Agency, with Offices also in LISBON
(Head Office), FUNCHAL, OPORTO and ESTORIL,

5%’;
il 3o

their Eamrhes One American
flyer was called Hoppy. Where
and how he got that unusual
name I can't say. Whal we did
know was that he just didn't
trust _ people or banks. The
story was that all the money
he carned by his flying was
stored in his suitcase.

We never knew how much
they were getting paid, but it
was piain that some large sums
were involved. About the same
time, another flying mercenary
turned up with a Meteor Jet.
I think he was Dutch, but the
point was, in spite of advice
from his comrades in arms, he
flew off to join in the battles.
He was told his f[uel tanks
were not sufficient, but he
wouldn’t listen. Nohody ever
heard of him again.

The war was coming to an
end, or so the papers said, and
Hoppy was on his last {light
(with his constant companion
— the suitcase). His plane
never made Fernando P6, we
later learned. His wife visited
Faro many months later in the

hope that someone just might
have heard something, but alas
we couldn’t help.

The Biafran war was over,
and Faro ended up with four
Constellations and the Dakota.
The crews hung around wailing
for their monies. After many
cIeIays and threats on their
part, the organiser finally paid
them. They then set about
restoring two of the aircraft by
removing the best from the
planes that were to remain.
When all was ready, one
aircralt flew to the Bahamas,
and the other went first to
Lisbon and then — destination

unknown.

There we have it; the
sad tale of proud Super
Constellations. 1f you fly to
Lisbon, you will see at least
another two such aireraft tucked
away on the grass verges. [t
seems a pity they are leflﬁ
a permanent reminder off
chequered past — war plancs,
mercenary aircraft. 1 think it
is time thcy were removed, (we
have been informed one has
been sold and the other two
are slowy being dismantled

for scrap) so that arriving
tourists will think only of
sun  swept beaches and

manicuared golf courses.
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©® Snacks, lunches, dinners
© 12 rooms all with private bath/shower
'@ Faro’s only English pub
@ Pensdo-Restaurante — Praga Alexandre Herculano, 27 . FARO - tel: 22028




