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It is often - claimed that the
Algarve was “discovered” by the

British, But this is not true. Way &

“back before the twrp ‘of the
century, wealthy Portuguese from
Lisbon were building viilas at
Praia da Rocha: Becausz of its
superb sandy beach and dramatic
rock formations, Praia «da_Rocha
became the Algarve's first rasort.

ALGARVE NEWS TAKES A LOOK AT

company of Hermaneous Wouter
Kalig, a Dutchman who lives in
A!bufetra was 'engaged to degpen
the mouth of the river. Day and
night for six months huge dredgers
sucked up sand from the river
bottom and deposited it on the
beach. As a result, the area of
beach is now much bigger than
it was, and some of the

Of course, it wasn't so easy spectacular tock formations have
to weach in those far-off days. been <covered by sand. Too,
Trave!l by train-.was slow. and because it is now higher, the

arduous, and. there were no
highways from iLisbon 1o the

Algarve, Faro airport had not been -

beach is no longer washed twice
a day by the Atlantic. However,
the beach — and, indeed, all of

drcamed of, but during the 30's Praia da Rocha — is kept
end 40's the Portuguese flew unusually clcan and neat,
down in rickety seaplanes which There is.-invariably a “Sunday

landed at the mouth of the-river.

The villas they built were large

and imprcssive. One of these, a
magnificent  Victorian -mansion,
became the Hotel Bcla Vista, For
many vyears this was the only
hotel available for the adventurous
traveller who, someliow, managed
to rcach this glorius shore. . .
Now, of course, Praia daRocha
is well served by hotels, most
notably by the Hotel Algarve
which is''said ta rank among the
best rasort hotels in the world.

A dittle-known fact.is that the ..
Algarve’s first golf course was

not Hemry Cotton’s Penina but a
9-hole course in front of the Hotel
Rocha. This

eventually .disap--

-especnally to view poor Jodo.
They stood for hours gazing at
the only part of him that was

genuine eccentries.
One English gentleman used to
preach on the beach. And an

afternoon” feeling about Praia da
Rocha, even in mid-week in the
middle of August. Perhaps this is
because the town exists tn two
levels: the streets along the top
of the cliff remain almost deserted
while the holiday makers remain
out of sight on the wvast sandy
beach below,

If Charlie the Greyhound were
alive to walk tho streets of Praia
da Rccha today, he'd find many
new sights and smells...

One thing's for sure — he
woulda’t go  hungry. in W
summertime, restaurants all aldw?
the beach featu_re fresh fish and
grilled chicken. But there.are a
number of excellent restaurants
within the town itself, some open

,gziﬁd when the eliff .tumbled ioe T his feet. English lady, in herdwm hleft yoat around, which serve a wide
Clif e un In the days when one could money to one of Praia da Rocha's nqe of Port T ©
Ciiff falls are nat uncommon Jive well in the Algarve on £50 best known inhabitants — 2 ;im?:t fofod.o uguese and intemna

at Praia da Rocha. Five years ago,
a large-rock fell on top of a local
fishcrman, Jodo, It was [mDOSSIbIB
to get a crane to the site to raise
the rock, aad it was blasted .with
dynamite and the body retrieved.

a tonth, and a full-time maid
received 100 escudos a week,
many British came to flive in

. Praia da Rocha. Among them were

three Air Vice-Marshals and a
number of retired officials from

greyhound catled ‘Charlie. When
he wasn’'t whooping it up on the
beach, Charlie the Greyhound is
sald to have slept very comfor-
tably indeed 'in Dorethy and
Royston Boulter's residencia, the

For Portuguese food with an
African assent, try Restaurante
“Safari”. The owaer, Sr Coutinho,
is a retornado from Angola and
does the cooking himself. “Safari”

During those three ~days; ' - specializes in shellfish, but the
thousands of local people the Colonies. ) . Penguin, . meat, fish and chicken dishes
Praia da ' Rocha -~ And there was a smattering of A fow years ago, the dredging are alsp very good. The service

travelled -to

RESTAURANTE

Vletnamese and Chmese spec:alt:es Asiatic ambience.
Open all year for lunch .and dinner, from 12 noon: until
11.30 p.m. Closed Mondays.

Opposite the Hotel Algarve
PRAIA DA ROCHA

T

3 Courts
Rental by the hour
Professional instruction by registered coach

Racquets available for hire

TONY FERREIRA
Villa Dinah
Praia da Rocha

MAKE SURE

Cﬂmmemal Unmn
ASS"l‘a?ﬂc_e

RBowland [Bros.
Funeral Directors

Our family business provides a prompt service with
personel attention when it's most needed. Experts in
repatriation (anywhere in the world) for over 100 years.
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