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When people “talk about Luz,
they usually mean Praia da Luz —
a small fishing wvillage, 6 kms.
west of lagos. Like every other
resort on the Algarve coast, it
offers sun and sand. But Luz has
its own very special appeal and
neither residents nor visitors can
quite define it. It's sun, sand —
and something else,

' wThere are three roads leading
into Luz. QOne from lagos, another
from- the village of Espsche and
the third from Burgau. To get the
full impact of Luz, one should see
it first from “the - Burgau - road.
Driving east - from Burgau, “you
come around a curve, Geranium-
covered walls on your left, fields
slopmg down to the ses on your
tfight. "And suddenly you 'see it
A magnificent - headland, xising
hundreds of feet above the sea.
Below it, the red roofs and white
walls of Praia da Luz, the chiurch
steeple and the tower of the
Fortaleza. .
iThe ‘headland is 'quite unforget-
table, It makes a lasting impres-
wan on the minds of almost
. _2ryone who sees it. Thiz is the
image that the tourists take home
from their holidays, that the
young men of the wl]age took
with them to the wars in Angola,
Guméa and Mozambique.
Foreigners began coming to Luz
over twenty years ago, when It
was nothing more than a tiny
fishing and farming community
tucked in among the almond trees
and the fig trees at the foot of
the “headland. It had @ safe,
sheltered beach and & peaceful,
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tranquil atmosphere. Just the
place to get away from it all.
"One by one, forsigners began
to buy land -and build houses.
But the village remained very
much the same,

The developers came and they
bought land and built new houses

by the dozens.

The tourists came. By the
hundreds. By the thousands.

But no-one — wnot the
foreigners, not the developers, not
the tourists — no-one has ever
taken away from Luz what Luz
really is. There are still farmers.

There are still fishermen,

There is still the headland, still

the beach. And most of all, there

is still the community, A living,

breathing, Portuguese community.
An English visitor said: "It isn't

just a plastic village. You really
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kaow you're in Portugal,

There is a crossroads at the
western end of the main street
in Praia da Luz, A building is
going up near the north-east
corner, on the road to Espiche.
This . is the willage's first real
high-rise, the home of the new
Shopping Centre — and a genuine
“cause celebre”. It took almost
everyone hy surprise.

In the beginning, there seemed
ts be little cause for concern.
There were already a few multi-
story apartment blocks nearby.
But as construction progressed,
the building grew unexpectedly
tall. And then even taller.

Few people really knew what
the architect's plans called for.
Some actually believed that
additional stories were somehow
being tacked on as an after-
thought.

Soon rumours began to circulate
of the imminent construction of
a second, similar, high-rise. The
original building —— "high-rise. The
original bullding — “that building”
— thus became suspect, not only
in and of itself, but as the
forerunner of things to come.

What is “that building”? Who
ar what is going to occupy all
of that space?

Two dining rooms.
outdoor bat.

For reservations,

= LU'Z. BAY CLUB PR,AIP} DA LUZ LAGOS AL&AM Te-l 625

O Jardim, on the grounds of the beautiful Luz Bay Club.
Outside dining Tlertace.
Fine food and drink,
professional service. Excepcional fresh fish dishes.
Chatcoal grilled meat and fish. Flambéed fruits
and crépes. Under the direction of Sr Matos of
Restaurant Alpendre. Manager: St Oliveira. Open for
lunch and dinner.

and friendly

phone 62555,
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