TUl dnany 01 us, puwer-Guls dme
simply minor inconveniences and
we have learned to live with them.
But this power shortage is serious.
"

Jornal do Algarve”, the most
widely circulated of the Algarve's
Portuguese-language newspapers,
recently ran two front-page stories

WE ARE LOOKING

urgently for our clients
Farms

. with secured water supply,
in several sizes, for cultivation
of citric fruits and for the

Carvoeiro,
telex

Praia do
telephone 082/57159,
13815 (conger p). Represen-
tative in Germany: Zenit, 2000
‘Hamburg 50.

spend the evening in a candlelit
and silent discotheque because
the special lighting effects and
the quadro-phonic sound systems
don’t run on batieries.

Still, many visitors find so much
to like about the Algarve that
they — like us — can overlook
these little “lapses”. Some,
however, never come back,

There are holiday areas — the
island of Bermuda, for example,
which exist solely for and by
tourism. This is not the case here.
However important tourism ‘may
be, there are still thousands of
people in the Algarve whose lives
are touched by it only obliquely,
if at all. For them, the reactions of
tourists are of little importance;
what does matter is the effect that
electricity, or the lack of it, has
on their day-to-day existence.

Olhdo is a town of more than
twenty-five thousand inhabitants.
Its people earn their living from
the sea — on fishing boats and
in the canning factories. Augusto
Calé, again writing in "Jornal do
Algarve”, says of Olho: “There
is rarely a week in which a total
electrical failure does not occur,
with the consequent paralyzation

stretches of line have been in
service for over twenty years —
they were installed before the
large hotels were built, before the
villa complexes, before electricity
had reached the little villages
along the coast. ‘The lines are
simply overburdened. And as Por-
tugal seeks to improve the lives
of its people, more and more
communities are being added to
a system which is already inade-
quate.

If the cause of the power crisis
is easily determined, its solution
is not. “Jornal dp Algarve” sug-
gests that the frequency and
duration of power-cuts could be
reduced by the installation of a
second high-tension line to act as
a stand-by for the existing one.
This might not solve the problem,
but it could at least alleviate it.

In the ‘meantime, it is hardly
remarkable that the lights go out.
In fact, it's something of a miracle
that they ever come on again.
But they always do. And for this
the techanicians of the Servigos
Municipalizados deserve a word
of praise and a word of thanks.
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Qur regular readers will

| have noticed that this edition
Il of "Algarve News” has been
late in reaching them. The
| delay was caused by the
|| break-down of the type set-
|| ting machine at our printer in
it Faro.

“Algarve News" is normally
published on the 10th of each
month and is often mailed to
subscribers a few days earlier,
Barring  further mechanical
the April issue

We apologize to our read-

| ers for eny disappointment or .
| inconvenience this delay may
| have caused.

Perhaps this is a good time
to mention once again that
“Algarve News' welcomes
news items and letters. These

| should reach us no later than

the 20th of each month for
publication in the next

{ month’s edition,




