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in '76), 25,300 Swedes (17,400 in
76}, 23,500 Dutch (12,700 in '76),
10,100 Belgians (6,600 in ‘76),
8,200 Canadians (5,100 in ‘76),
6,800 Swiss (4,600 in '78). Only
two countries showed a drop in
numbers: Brazil and Denmark.
Not only are more people than

YEAR, MORE TOURISTS THANEVER

ations in
investing
noiw, wo., ane aunwer of villas
that have been sold to foreigners
during the past few months rep-
resents a vote of confidence in
the political and financial stabifity
of Portugal.
Of course, as in every boom
year, there has been the problem
of overbooking. Busloads of

tourists arrived at the resorts and
hotels for which they had booked
many months before ,only to be
told that there were no beds.
Particularly for families with young
chitdren, after a Jfong  and
exhausting journey, to “have to
face further hours of ‘being
shuttled around to end up God-
knows-where is a depressing
start to a holiday. In the long run,

during June, July,
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operators who, because they want
to do maximum business, always
book more rooms than they will.
need. You see, they normally
place 'a clause in their contracts
with the hotels allowing a 21-day

- release date. Any rooms that are

unsold, they simply release back
to the hotel, and pay no penalty.

But that 21-day period is not
sufficient time for a hotel to re-

“-sell -its ‘rooms, Sp what does it

do? Knowing the habits of the big
operators, it deliberately double-
books at least a percentage of its
rooms, hoping that everything will
work out all right in the end.
Which in slow years it sometimes

does, but in boom years it often
“doesn’t, i

A hotel bedroom is not like a

. can_of beans which, if not sold

ong <day, may be sold the next.

- A-bedroom empty for one night

‘means money down the drain that
can never be recovered. Resort
hotels with short seasons cannot
afford to have empty rooms
August or
September. Hence overbooking.

The remedy #es, not with the
hotels, but with the big package-
tour companies,




